between theory and experiment is suggested here as due to the scattering angle fluctuation as a result of the damping of the projectile kinetic energy. A'model is introduced to study quantitatively this effect. 'vv-
,""iJ '\) .... In the above,
is the geometrical weighting factor, PA is the momentum of the projectile, R is the sum of target and·projectile radii, and b 1 serves as a cutoff in impact parameter such that the fraction of the total cross section which appears as fragmentation is 0.6 ± 0.1 [4] . The resulting theoretical value for cr 2 obtained in
Ref. [1] is-(170-200) MeV/c which is systematically smaller than the experimental value by 25%. This happens at both energies and for both targets.
We feel that the discrepanci~? mentioned above are interesting and point to other important physical effects which were not considered in Ref. [1] . For instance, the trajectory of the projectile is not only deflected classically it may also be dispersed due to quantal effects.
Furthermore, the motion of the projectile is damped, resulting in a decrease of its velocity, which is indeed experimentally verified. Due to the excitation of the nuclei, we expect modifications of the classical trajectories also from dissipation and fluctuation effects. These effects are well studied in deep inelastic heavy ion collisions at Therefore we expect that they would increase the value of o 2 calculated according to Eq. (3).
To formulate the problem explicitly, let us assume that the classical scattering angle has a Gaussian distribution
where 
In the case we are considering, we have from Ref. [ 1 -e 2
bl
From the deflection function calculated in Ref. [1] , which is shown by the long-short dashed curve in Fig. 1 , the integral on the RHS of Eq. (8) is ~ 4.5 x 10-3 . Then Eq. (8) leads to 
